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Behind Cloud
Compliance in the Middle East

It is evident that moving to the cloud isn’t optional anymore. Across the world, businesses of all -
sizes spanning different industries are moving to the cloud because it's fast, efficient, and _ ) )

flexible. This trend is visible in the Middle East too. A PwC research shows 90% of the companies Cloud migration is

In the Middle East plan to move beyond just migrating existing applications to the cloud to inevitable, but in the

creating cloud-native applications.

Middle East, varied

Migrating to the cloud provides flexibility and convenience to your customers and employees. regu lations pose

Nevertheless, it also introduces certain security and compliance-related challenges, particularly . .

in the Middle East, where each nation has different regulations. co.mplle.mce Cha”enges
this article explores how

In this article, we will deconstruct some of the biggest hurdles you will encounter with cloud
compliance and cloud security in the Middle East and what you can do to get over them. to overcome them.

Cloud Security and Compliance Challenges in the Middle East

n Cloud attacks are getting smarter and more frequent

Cloud environments are being targeted more frequently and with Ransomware, phishing, and denial-of-service attacks together
greater sophistication. In 2023, over 80% of the reported data make up a daunting threat landscape. Basic firewalls or antivirus
breaches worldwide involved cloud systems, making it one of the software aren't enough anymore. Companies need cloud-native
top concerns for businesses. Cloud security in the Middle East, too, security, better access controls, and real-time monitoring to stay
remains a concern, with 35% of companies concerned about ahead of threats.

cloud-related threats.
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E Need to abide by strict data storage policies

If you happen to work in finance, healthcare, or the public sector in
the Middle East, you will understand that nations in the region have
rigorous data residency regulations. Nations such as the UAE and
Saudi Arabia prefer that certain categories of data—particularly
personal or sensitive information—be hosted in their borders.

For example, the UAE's National Cloud Security Policy spells out
where data can go, how it must be encrypted, and what kind of

access controls you need in place. If your cloud provider doesn't
have local data centers? That could be a dealbreaker.

For multinational organizations, this can get tricky fast. A setup
that works in one country may not meet the standards in another,
especially when regional laws aren't harmonized.

H Every country has its rulebook

It is a tiresome task to navigate the GCC's regulatory disparities.
Some things—such as safeguarding personal data and cloud
environments—are common across nations, but the details do differ
considerably. The UAE has PDPL, Saudi Arabia follows guidance from
SAMA and the NCA, and other Gulf nations have their policy.

This creates a weird paradox: cloud services are supposed to help
you scale fast, but if you're not careful, compliance requirements
can slow you right down.

You end up needing separate workflows, legal reviews, or even
different cloud providers depending on where you're doing business.

n Good talent is hard to find

The Middle East continues to face a shortage of cloud compliance professionals who understand both cloud architecture and the nuances
of local policies and regulations. And when teams are stretched thin or lack experience, projects stall. Misconfigurations slip through the
cracks, and the risk increases.

H Heavy hon-compliance penalties

How to Stay Secure and Compliant with Cybersecurity Laws

If you miss a compliance requirement, you may face severe
conseqguences. These include fines, license issues, lawsuits, and
even having the business license suspended.

In some industries, non-compliance could mean being blacklisted
from working with certain government bodies or losing key
contracts. And beyond the legal fallout, there is the reputational
damage. Customers are becoming more privacy-conscious, and
once trust is lost, it is tough to win back.

The message is clear: inaction is not an option. Organizations must
treat compliance as a continuous process, not a one-time project.

in the Middle East

If you are a business owner, cloud compliance and security in the Middle East do not have to be overwhelming. You just need to focus on the
right things.
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Start with the right Lock down access Continuous monitoring Opt for hybrid and

cloud provider sovereign clouds
Data must be encrypted at Audits must be made
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Look for one with local If local laws say data can't

et eErEs (G0 all times, whether at rest routine instead of once-a- leave the country, hybrid
certifications and default 27 IS Sl | YEEIF [PRIINE (TSNS or sovereign clouds help
security features like addition, including multi- Update your policies when you stay flexible while
encryption, usage factor authentication laws change. Fix issues ensuring regulatory
tracking, and support for (MFA) and role-based before someone else finds compliance.

access controls (RBAC) them for you.

frameworks like ISO/IEC

27001. can further enhance data

security.

Balancing cost and compliance for sustained growth

People often think that compliance is expensive. It doesn't have to be.

Here is what businesses can do:

e Shut down what you're not using. Cloud waste is real.

® Choose cloud providers and platforms that include built-in reporting
and monitoring tools. That's less time your team has to spend
gathering data manually.

e Don't wait for a breach or audit to discover gaps—be proactive, and it'll
cost you less in the long run.

Reinforce your Cloud Compliance with ISO 27001

This international standard might sound like paperwork, but it's actually a robust blueprint for managing risk and
proving you're serious about security.

In the Middle East, ISO/IEC 27001 aligns with local laws. If your business is certified, that means:

® You've got documented processes in place
® You're actively monitoring and improving your security practices

® Proves your credibility and trustworthiness for your clients, partners, and regulators

Paramount: Local Know-How, Global Standards

Paramount, a cybersecurity leader in the Middle East, helps businesses tackle cloud security and compliance
challenges without the guesswork. Our in-depth knowledge of the data protection and cybersecurity laws in the
Middle East, coupled with a comprehensive range of security services, helps you:

e Build a compliance program that fits your business

e Secure your cloud environment end-to-end—from workloads to identity

e 24/7 monitoring through Paramount’s managed Security Operations Centre (SOC)

e Stay ahead of regional privacy mandates with structured data governance

In order to address the needs of your customers, cloud adoption is inevitable. Therefore, it's essential to consider
cloud security and compliance as strategic growth enablers, not a tick-in-the-box function. And Paramount can
help you make that transition effectively.

If you are looking to reimagine your cloud security and compliance policy framework, connect with us to kickstart
the journey.




